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151 Chapter 3 Wrapping in Japan

p.31Part 1
What two things helped the Japanese to developritpping culture?

In Japan, it is said that giving a gift is like wpang one’s heart. A gift should be wrapped telydand
conscientiously. So, every last detail is impattaight down to the ribbon.

“Tsutsumu” is the word for wrapping in Japanese. lIts kahjractefl) is derived from a Chinese pictogram
of a pregnant woman with a baby inside her. Tleegfthe word tsutsumu” carries a sense of tenderness that
comes with motherhood.

When you think of tsutsumu,” you may also think ofvashi, traditional Japanese paper. It may also bring to
mind furoshiki, a cloth for wrapping things. Those two items,féct, have quite different historical origins.

However, they both helped the Japanese to devadiich arapping culture.
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Comprehension Questions
Q1  How should a gift be wrapped?

Q2  What is the kanji character fastitsumu” derived from?
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