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Short Reading
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Miki: What are you reading, Rick?

Rick: I’'m reading a book about *Sierra Leone. It’s the name of a country in Africa.

Miki: Sierra Leone? [don’t know it. What kind of a country is it?

Rick: There were wars, and a lot of people were injured or died. A lot of babies and little children couldn’t get
enough food and became sick. Many people are still poor. In Sierra Leone, one in four children cannot live
until five years old.

Miki: That’s so sad!

Rick: I think so, too. The *average life span is only forty-two years old. Japanese people live much longer than
people in Sierra Leone.

Miki: I think there are a lot of countries that had wars.

Rick: Yes, *Cambodia was one of them. A few days ago, I also read a book about Cambodia. It’s written about
children. It has many pictures of them. They answered the question, “What is the most important thing for
you?”

Miki: I want to know some of their answers.

Rick: A boy answered, “To remove *landmines.” In Cambodia, many landmines were used in wars about thirty
years ago. So many people lost their legs.

Miki: I’ve heard about landmines before. 1 was really angry when | learned about them.

Rick: And a girl living in a *garbage dump answered, “Flowers.”

Miki: I hope her life will become better.

Rick: But the children are smiling. They are trying hard to live a good life.

Miki: That’s wonderful!

Rick: I think these two books taught me something important about peace.

Miki: I have studied about peace before, but I didn’t think about it *seriously. Now [ must learn more about
peace.

Rick: I agree. We must know things happening in the world to understand peace better. Let’s look for books
about it in the library.

Miki: That’s a good idea. Maybe we can find some good books there.
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* What is the most important thing for some children in Cambodia?

Question2: IRDOXLDHH, KLOWNEEH>TWIUEO%E, RliE-STWIUEX%E () ITFER I,
1. Most of the people in Sierra Leone cannot live until forty-two years old.
2. Cambodia was one of the countries that had wars and many landmines were used then.

3. Miki thinks she has learned enough; st andbacnothiomto ctudi nou moos
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